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We will be having a 2020 Tree and Shrub Sale.                       

Pre-order forms will be made available in the spring to 

ensure you get the species you desire.  

NRCS staff, FSA staff, and SWCD staff gathered for the 

dedication of the Robert G. Weaver memorial garden  

ONC Boces students helped plant 

seedlings at the Forest of the Dozen Dads 

in Middlefield, NY 

Cleanup of Schenevus Creek 

volunteers “All Hands on Deck Day”  

2019 Leatherstocking Envirothon 

at Gilbert Lake State Park  
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From the Desk of SWCD’s Manager 

2019 Leatherstocking Envirothon 

The Leatherstocking Envirothon has been in existence for over 23 years. As fall approaches it’s 

a stark reminder that spring is not far off. Each spring Otsego County holds the 

Leatherstocking Envirothon. There is a tremendous effort by OCSWCD staff, numerous 

volunteers, and donations that make this event possible. We are looking for volunteers and 

donations to help us make this program a great experience for the students that participate. 

The day started out with a little drizzle of rain but it turned out to be a beautiful and fun day for 

all involved. We are striving to continue to grow by adding students and volunteers to this 

years event. The Leatherstocking Envirothon is a hands-on Environmental competition to test 

students in various areas such as Forestry, Soils, Aquatic, Wildlife and Current Issue, The 

current issue changes every year. This year’s current issue was “Agriculture and the 

Environment: Knowledge and Technology to Feed the World”. 

The Leatherstocking Envirothon was held at Gilbert Lake State Park on Wednesday April 24, 

2019. The first place winner was Cooperstown– Team A and they went on to represent the 

Otsego County at the New York State Envirothon that was  held on May 24 & 25, 2019 at the 

Hobart & William Smith College in Geneva, New York. They placed 14th out of 46 teams. 

Ulster County’s - The Mount Academy took 1st place. The 2020 NYS Envirothon will be held 

on May 27 & 28. 

If you are interested in being part of a great experience for our students, or would like to 

donate, or become a sponsor please contact Sherry Mosher at 607-547-8337 Ext. 4 or by email 

at moshers@otsegosoilandwater.com  Thank you for your continued support! 
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As many of you folks may know, of all the 
opportunities that the Otsego County Soil & Water 
Conservation District offers to help area producers meet 
conservation, economic and environmental goals, our 
“bread-and-butter” program is called New York State 
Agricultural Environmental Management.  AEM for 
short, is a  voluntary, incentive-based program that helps 
farmers make common-sense, cost-effective and science-
based decisions to help meet business objectives while 
protecting and conserving the State’s natural resources.        
Utilizing a 5-tiered approach, district staff, with the 
support of Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and Farm Service Agency (FSA), will (1) gauge 
interest, (2) assess existing stewardship and 
environmental     concerns, (3) develop farm-specific 
conservation plans, (4) implement the best management 
practices (BMPs) identified in the plan, and (5) update 
plans and conservation practices over time.  

AEM is designed to work with farmers to 
further protect natural resources.  By participating in 
AEM, farmers can document their environmental 
stewardship and further advance their positive 
contributions to their communities, our food systems, the 
economy, and the environment.  In layman’s terms, all 

entities involved in the AEM process benefit.  The 
Conservation Districts “win” by implementing BMP’s on 
farms that protect natural resources, and producers win 
by receiving BMP’s that contribute to their economic 
viability, enhance infrastructure, develop stronger 
community support, and by following the conservation 
plans, can significantly build on the farms economic and 
environmental sustainability. In the end, the millions of 
folks below us in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed benefit 
by experiencing declines in nutrient, sediment and 
pathogen loads that contribute to increased tourism 
revenue, commercial fisheries harvests, and recreational 
opportunities while also significantly lowering the 
potential for human health-related concerns.  Of course, 
there is also the water quality component that contributes 
not only to human health, but to aquatic habitat for fresh- 

water and marine organisms as well as the countless 
terrestrial species that benefit from an oxygen-rich and 
healthy ecosystem as a result of the work we do here at 
the headwaters of the Susquehanna River Watershed.  

  According to the AEM website, which is freely 
accessible to the public at www.nys-soilandwater.org/
aem/, approximately 1/3 of New York’s farms participate 
in AEM. Unfortunately, the Otsego County Soil & Water 
Conservation District staff took a great loss with the 
passing of Robert Weaver, a 13-year employee as 
OCSWCD’s AEM coordinator, in early January.  
Luckily, I was fortunate enough to have worked with Bob 
as my mentor for 4 years and learned a great deal of 
knowledge from him that I will continue to incorporate 
into my conservation planning for the remainder of my 
career.  As a result, and at the blessing of our Board of 
Directors and District Manager, Jordan Clements, we 
have made some very significant additions to our AEM 
staff who are young, respectable and ambitious and 
would love to help local producers “put conservation on 
the ground” and continue Bob’s great conservation work.  
I encourage any and all producers in and around Otsego 
County, regardless of your operation’s size, to contact our 
office and get in touch with some of the folks who 

devoted their careers to helping your operation become 
more economically sustainable and environmentally 
friendly.  The program is voluntary and free, and all of us 
at the Otsego County Soil & Water Conservation District 
are genuinely compassionate about helping our farmers 
and the land they work. Please give us a call with any      
questions you may have regarding our Agricultural    
Environmental Management or any other program we 
offer at (607) 547-8337 Ext. 4.  

 

 

 

The late 
Robert Weaver 
performing an 
on-site “silage 

taste analysis” as 
producer, 

watches intently 
while 

conducting an 
AEM Tier 2 

resource 
concern 

assessment.  

Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM) 

http://www.nys-soilandwater.org/aem/
http://www.nys-soilandwater.org/aem/


 

 

 

 

Cover Crops; Too Much to Cover 
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Corn growing in terminated cover crops 

 
As summer progresses, we continue to 

watch the corn inch upward toward the sky, and 

hope the rain keeps our crops green and growing. 

But before we know it, there will be a slight chill 

in the air, and it will be that time of year we put 

the corn head on the chopper, get out the 

combines, and start the arduous task of getting all 

that corn stored and ready to feed for the winter. 

The employees at Otsego County Soil & Water 

are busy planning, and hoping for enough good 

weather for the farmers in Otsego County to get 

their cover crops in, after the cash crops are 

harvested. Cover crops are an important part of 

sustainable agriculture, and something every 

farmer should at least look into. From just a few 

acres to hundreds of acres, the implementation of 

cover crops on your operation will have 

numerous benefits.  

Starting with the most popular reason for 

cover crop implementation, money!  As any 

seasoned farmer knows, proper nitrogen levels 

(among others) are key for maximizing 

production. Cover crops, when incorporated 

correctly, can cut fertilizer costs and lead to 

healthier, more vigorous crop production. 

Nitrogen fixing cover crops such as: cereal rye, 

clover, hairy vetch, wheat, winter peas, radish, 

turnip, and others, have nodules on their roots 

that have a symbiotic relationship with a 

bacterium called Rhizobia. Rhizobium are a 

nitrogen fixing bacteria that live within the 

nodules on the roots of legumes. When the cover 

crop is terminated, the nitrogen in these root 

nodules are released, and become available for 

the ensuing crop. Estimates vary, but Michigan 

State University suggests that you could expect 

anywhere from 50-200 lb./acre of nitrogen 

produced (or scavenged) by cover crops, 

depending on what species or mix you use. The 

use of a simple soil test will determine how much 

additional nitrogen will need to be added to the 

soil for optimal production.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Root nodules containing Rhizobia 
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Cover crops can also play a vital role in 

suppressing weeds, by outcompeting for water and 

nutrients. Additionally, the vegetation shades the 

soil, depriving the noxious weed species of sunlight, 

and occupies the space that weeds could otherwise 

take over. Another benefit from cover cropping 

could be increased yield. Cover crops enhance soil 

health by speeding up infiltration of excess surface 

water, improving compaction issues, enhancing 

structure of over-tilled soil, adding organic matter 

that benefits microbial life, helping to hold water in 

the soil profile, and helping to reduce machinery 

damage to fields when conditions are wet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water quality can also be enhanced greatly 

with the use of cover crops. By increasing 

infiltration and slowing erosion and runoff, cover 

crops reduce nonpoint source pollution caused by 

sediment, and excess nutrients from fertilizer. Since 

these nutrients and sediments are held on the farm, 

you will not have to compensate by applying 

additional fertilizer the next year, and keeping the 

organic material in your soil will continue to support 

the microbial life that is necessary to increase 

production.   

You can enhance the range of benefits by 

increasing the diversity of cover crops grown, 

increasing the frequency of use, and the length of 

time cover crops are growing in the field. Through 

the use of cover crops you can make your operation 

more resistant to floods, droughts, pests, and disease. 

Don’t miss out on the array of benefits that cover 

crops can provide for you!                                                                                    

For more information on cover crops, and how they 

could benefit your operation, stop by the Otsego 

County Soil & Water Conservation District,   

Monday – Friday between 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM. Or 

call  (607) 547-8337 Ext. 4  

Cover crops suppressing weeds and holding soil 

Inter-seeded cover crops in standing corn 

2020 Cover Crop 

and Soil Health 

Meeting will be 

held in Oneonta 
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Aquatic Insects as Indicators of Water 

Quality and Stream Health 

Aquatic insects play a vital role in stream ecosys-

tems worldwide.  With a variety of feeding groups 

(shredders, scrapers, and collectors), aquatic in-

sects help to decompose organic matter, and cycle 

nutrients throughout the waterbodies they inhabit. 

They are also an important food source for fish, 

amphibians, birds, mammals, and other insects. 

 Aquatic insects can be collected using 

standard methods.  These methods include using a 

fine-mesh net, and disturbing the stream bottom to 

wash insects downstream into the net.  Once col-

lected, aquatic insects can be identified (to taxo-

nomic order), sorted, and counted to compose a 

representative sample of their underwater commu-

nity.  Certain aquatic insects are more sensitive 

than others to poor water quality and pollution.  

Consequently, the presence of such organisms can 

be used to deduce water quality and stream health.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   

There are a variety of metrics used to calcu-

late water quality using aquatic insects.  One such 

metric is called the EPT Index.  EPT stands for 

Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera, and Trichoptera (the 

taxonomic orders for Mayflies, Stoneflies, and 

Caddisflies, respectively).  These taxa are largely 

intolerant of poor water quality and pollution, and 

by calculating the percentage of EPT taxa as they 

relate to all aquatic insects collected; water quality 

can be inferred.  Typically, an EPT greater than 

10% indicates a non-impacted waterbody, and 

higher percentages represent excellent water    

quality. 

 To assist the Otsego County Conservation 

Association’s Citizen Science Stream Monitoring 

Program, the Otsego County Soil and Water Con-

servation District monitors water quality for Oaks 

Creek in Cooperstown, NY.  Monthly water sam-

ples are collected, and monitored for temperature, 

conductivity, turbidity, dissolved oxygen, pH, ni-

trate, and orthophosphate.  As part of the program, 

aquatic insects are collected biannually to compare 

with and confirm results of water chemistry.  Re-

cent aquatic insect sampling in mid-June of this 

year produced an EPT of 32%, which indicates that 

Oaks Creek has excellent water quality, and with 

13 taxonomic orders represented; Oaks Creek ap-

pears to be in very good health.  To learn more 

about Citizen Science Stream Monitoring, please 

visit http://occainfo.org/citizen-science/ or call  

OCCA Executive Director Leslie Orzetti at (607) 

547-4488.              

http://occainfo.org/citizen-science/
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Does your stream need a buffer zone? Riparian 

buffer zones are important to the health of streams, 

and other aquatic ecosystems. A riparian buffer zone 

is the area of land next to a waterbody consisting of 

trees, shrubs, and grasses that filters surface runoff 

and reduces erosion. The Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) and Soil and Water 

Conservation District (SWCD) have programs 

through the DEC and other state and federal sources 

to plant buffers along waterbodies.      

Streams that run through grazing or crop fields are in 

the most need of buffer zones. The manure and 

fertilizer that is distributed on agricultural fields 

ends up in surface runoff water that travels into the 

nearest waterbody. A buffer zone provides 

vegetation that will consume the nitrogen and 

phosphorus from the fertilizer before it reaches the 

waterbody.  

 

We work with landowners and farmers to plant for 

riparian buffer zones with a width of at least 35 feet. 

The Soil and Water Conservation District will plant 

different species, stake down tubes, and staple weed 

mats that suffocate weeds around the tube. The 

SWCD will help you manage your buffer by weed 

wacking, fixing crooked tubes, and monitoring the 

success of species planted.   

Riparian buffers are not only good for absorbing 

pollutants, but they also help with erosion control. 

The trees will eventually grow big enough roots to 

hold the soil in place, which helps keep sediment 

from flowing into the stream, and helps with bank 

stabilization. Installing a buffer zone will improve 

stream health. The water stays cooler because of the 

shade, which leads to an increase in stream diversity. 

The woody debris that falls into the stream is also 

important for many aquatic species, as it serves as 

food and habitat for a variety 

of species.  

Water is an important 

natural resource, to help 

keep it clean and healthy, it 

is worth installing a buffer 

zone. If you’re interested in 

installing a buffer next to 

your waterbody, contact 

your local Otsego County 

Soil and Water Conservation 

District (SWCD) or Natural 

Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS) at          

(607)-547-8337 ext.4.   

Riparian Buffer Zones 

OCSWCD Interns and technician’s hard at work planting a buffer on a 42 degree 

day in May. 
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Oak Wilt 

The human influence on forests in the 

United States and throughout the world is more 

prevalent today than ever before. We have taken on 

the roll of caretakers of our   forests, much like 

farmers care for their crops. One important piece of 

forest management is the locating and treating 

forest pests and diseases. Diligently watching for 

the signs of forest pathogens is an integral 

component of maintaining sustainable timber 

harvesting and long term forest management. As 

land owners and forest stewards here in New York, 

one of the forest pathogens that we need to watch 

for is oak wilt.  

Oak wilt is a fungal infection that    

damages the vascular system of oak trees. This 

fungus grows throughout the xylem of the tree, 

creating spore mats that will starve the tree’s 

canopy of water and nutrients. It can be spread 

through root grafts or by insect vectors. All oak 

species are susceptible to this 

infection but white oak species 

are more resistant than red oak 

species.  

When the Ceratocystis 

fagacearun fungus reaches 

advanced stages of growth 

within the tree, signs of tree 

decline and mortality will be 

expressed through rapid leaf 

discoloration and defoliation 

during the growing season. 

These symptoms commonly 

lead to the complete defoliation of the infected tree 

in just weeks.  

 There are currently no fungicide treatments that 

are capable of curing the fungal disease, so 

identification and proper removal of infected trees 

is the best way of preventing the spread of oak 

wilt. Pruning your oak trees in the winter months 

when spores and insect vectors are not active will 

also lower the risk of a fungal infection.  

Currently oak wilt has been found in seven 

counties in New York State, although it has not 

been found in Otsego County. Oak trees maintain a 

healthy population in this region, and are an 

important wildlife and timber species. As land 

owners and managers, it is our responsibility to 

locate and remove this forest pathogen wherever 

we get the chance. 
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 European frogbit is an invasive aquatic plant 

that is free-floating and found in fresh water 

(Roberts et al. 1981). Its leaves are typically heart-

shaped, 0.5 to 2.5 inches long, and occur in clumps 

(Catling et al. 2003). European frogbit is found in 

calm, shallow areas, including ponds, ditches, and 

sheltered areas of lakes. Though it is considered 

endangered in parts of its native habitat, including 

Spain, the Czech Republic, and Switzerland 

(Lansdown 2014), European frogbit has become a 

nuisance in New York since its introduction in 

1972. 

 European frogbit grows in dense mats on the 

water’s surface, shading out native plants that grow 

underwater. It can also grow dense enough to 

inhibit recreational activities including boating, 

swimming, and fishing. The plant is susceptible to 

herbicides, but hand pulling or raking is the 

preferred removal method for European frogbit 

since herbicides can also harm native plants.  

 The Otsego County Soil & Water 

Conservation District is currently collaborating with 

the Otsego County Conservation Association 

(OCCA) to survey waterbodies in our county for 

European frogbit and other aquatic invasive species. 

Once waterbodies with invasive species in them 

have been identified, removal efforts can be 

organized, and the spread of invasive species can be 

slowed or stopped. 

 To prevent transportation of European 

frogbit and other invasive species to new areas, any 

boats or equipment should be cleaned of vegetation 

and mud, drained of water, and allowed to dry for 5-

7 days before being moved to a new body of water. 

 

References: 

Catling, P. M., G. Miltrow, E. Haber, U. Posluszny, and W. A. 

Charlton. 2003. The biology of Canadian weeds. 124.Hydrocharis 

morsus-ranae L. Canadian Journal of Plant Science 83:1001–1016. 

Lansdown, R. V. 2014. Hydrocharis morsus-ranae. The IUCN Red 

List of Threatened Species 2014: e.T164128A42387003. Available: 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/full/164128/0. (July 2019). 

Roberts, M. L., R. L. Stuckey, and R. S. Mitchell. 1981.Hydro-charis 

morsus-ranae (Hydrocharitaceae): new to the United States. Rhodora 

83:147–148. 

European Frogbit in Otsego County 

European frogbit leaf. Credit: Michigan DNR. 

Dense mat of European frogbit. Credit: Michigan DNR.  
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 Yellow Flowering Plants... 
Caution! Do NOT Touch This Plant! 

You might have noticed while driving around the 

County this 

summer a lot of 

tall yellow 

flowering plants 

popping up all 

over in road 

ditches and 

along fields. 

Chances are it is 

wild parsnip 

(Pastinanca 

sativa) and it’s a 

biennial invasive plant whose sap can cause a nasty 

burning rash with severe blistering, and the plant is 

very persistent in colonizing disturbed and bare 

soil areas. Wild parsnip can grow up to 5 feet tall 

and begins flowering during May or June. The 

leaves are green, hairless, compound, coarsely 

toothed, with 3-5 leaflets that form a rosette and 

look similar to a celery leaf. The flowers are 

yellow, grow in clusters shaped similar to an 

umbrella between 4 to 8 inches wide. Wild 

parsnip’s leaves, stems, and flowers produce a sap 

that when broken or brushed up against that can 

cause a severe chemical burn within 24 to 48 hours 

after contact. The sap reacts with sunlight causing 

the skin to feel a burning sensation, blister, and 

skin discoloration.  

After having a reaction to wild parsnip’s sap, a 

medical condition known as phytophotodermatitis, 

some people have experienced a skin sensitivity 

when exposed to sunlight that reoccurs year after 

year at the affected area. It’s always best to always 

avoid bare skin contact with any parts of the plant, 

and if contact with sap does occur wash the 

affected area immediately with soap and water, and 

keep skin covered to shield area from sunlight for 

at least 48 hours to help prevent a reaction from 

occurring. If burning, blistering, or redness occurs, 

you should cover the affected area to shield it from 

sunlight to avoid further burning, and notify your 

doctor. Learning to identify the plant during each 

life stage is the best way to learn how to avoid 

coming into direct contact with wild parsnip. If you 

must work near wild parsnip plants it is wise to 

wear pants, long sleeves, boots, eye protection and 

gloves to protect yourself. 

Currently, there are no state or federal         

programs to remove wild parsnip in NYS because 

it has become so widespread across the state. 

However, you can report the infestation to 

iMapInvasives. Visit www.nyimapinvasives.org to 

learn more about how you can help map the spread 

of invasive species. Otsego SWCD does have a 

certified iMapInvasives trainer on staff if you need 

help using the site. 

http://www.nyimapinvasives.org
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Another common biennial yellow flowering plant 

you may have seen this spring in your pasture is 

buttercup (Ranunuclus spp.). Buttercup can be a 

very annoying weed to manage because it spreads 

easily from long stems which can take root at each 

node, and from seed. It can survive in many different 

soil types but it particularly thrives in wet, acidic 

soils, and loves to invade bare ground. This plant 

flourishes in pastures that are heavily overgrazed 

due to lack of competition amongst more desirable 

species of grasses and legumes. The infestation will 

be very noticeable in the spring when the plant 

displays its bright yellow flower. You may not know 

that buttercup is actually very toxic for equines, 

cattle, goats, and pigs to ingest. There are many 

species of buttercup that exist but the toxin 

protoanemonin is found in all plants in the buttercup 

family (Ranunculaceae). When buttercup is chewed 

by livestock an oil that contains the toxin 

protoanemonin is released and can cause blistering 

at and around the mouth and will greatly irritate the 

gastrointestinal tract. Other possible symptoms of 

ingestion are diarrhea, colic, and in the most severe 

cases lead to death. Fortunately, livestock usually 

will avoid ingesting the plant because it is 

unpalatable due to a very bitter taste, but accidental 

ingestion may occur when the plant has been 

allowed to takeover pastures and animals have a 

difficult time avoiding it to get to forage. Toxicity 

does vary with each plant’s age and growing 

conditions; however, it is most dangerous in the 

early growth stage through the flowering stage. 

However, when the plant is dried, such as when 

baled for hay, the toxin is then inactive because the 

oil has dried. But, seeds can easily be spread when 

hay is cut on buttercup infested fields and fed in new 

areas which may germinate in the fall. It is safest to 

provide plenty of good quality forage and manage 

pastures by using good grazing practices to 

discourage livestock from being forced ingest 

dangerous weeds. Manual and chemical control 

options can be considered along with promoting 

pasture 

productivity 

to 

outcompete 

undesirable 

plants. 

Remember, 

heavy 

grazing 

pressure 

favors weed 

growth. 

Here, There, Everywhere 
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Controlling Water on Access Roads & Trails and Walkways 

Access Roads & Trails and Walkways are two Best Management Practices (BMP’s) that provide essential infrastructure on a 

farm operation and are installed and managed to protect the water quality resources, prevent erosion, and will result in the 

efficient management of the operation. Access roads are used to provide a fixed route for vehicular travel for resource 

activities involving the management of livestock and other activities on an agricultural operation. Trails and Walkways are a 

constructed path to facilitate the movement of animals and off-road vehicles.  These practices are located to serve the 

purpose intended, to facilitate the control and disposal of surface and subsurface water, to control or reduce erosion, and to 

make the best use of the topographic features.  

The challenge to the installation, management, and maintenance of these practices is potentially the grade at which these 

practices are installed given the topography of the farm and the precipitation amounts and intensity that impact these 

structures.  There are several key techniques that are utilized to control the water flow that has the potential to destroy an 

access road & trail and walkway in a single rainfall event.  

The first item to consider is the actual site gradient and conditions to make the best use of the topographic features. Adapt the 

gradient and horizontal alignment to the intensity of use, mode of travel, and type of equipment used. Installing across the 

slope to minimize the actual grade of the road is key when the site allows. Minimize the grades and try not to exceed grades 

of 10% except for short lengths where there is no other option. Crowning and/or grading the road surface is also critical to 

prevent water from flowing down slope and eroding the road surface.  

The second item is to install adequate road ditches on the upslope side of the roadway.  These ditches should be sized to 

handle the potential water flow from the watershed.  Creating a parabolic shape with adequate depth, width, and grade with 

stable side slopes will intercept the water and direct the flow to prevent the destruction of the constructed access road and/or 

trail.  

The third item is the installation of structures for water control which include culverts, water bars, and rubber belt   

deflectors. Culverts must be adequately sized to direct the water from the road ditch and up slope watershed to an    

acceptable down slope area without causing an erosion problem.  This is a challenge because a culvert concentrates the flow 

of water and increases the potential for erosion and scouring at the outlet. Installing rock headwalls and additional rock rip 

rap aprons at the inlet and outlet are techniques used to dissipate the velocity and erosive nature of the water. Water bars and 

rubber belt deflectors are installed on the road surface and extend the width to reduce the flow length of the water flowing 

down the road surface and directs the water off the road prior to it becoming erosive.  

The last item is to grade the adjacent area, seed, and mulch to establish a vigorous stand of vegetation that will utilize the 

water for growth and decrease the velocity of the water; therefore, preventing erosion.  

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary program which provides financial and technical 

assistance to eligible agricultural producers and landowners who are willing to address priority environmental issues by 

implementing conservation best management practices (BMP’s).  Producers engaged in livestock or crop production, 

interested in addressing resource concerns on their farm operation can apply for EQIP at the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS) office.  NRCS will determine if a resource concern is present and the appropriate BMP that should be 

planned and installed to address the resource concern.  
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                                      Drone view of access road with crowning, road ditch, water deflector,  

                                              culvert with headwalls and rock apron, seeded, and mulched. 

 

  

Access Road crowned with road ditch.                        Road ditch, culvert, headwall, rock apron  

  

Water belt deflector w/rock outflow into ditch              Combination of all practices and techniques. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

 
USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, and Lender 

Cooperstown Field Office Walton Field Office 

967 Co. Hwy. 33, Cooperstown, NY 13326 44 West Street, Suite 1, Walton, NY 13856 

Voice: (607) 547-8337     Fax (855) 477-8526 Voice: (607) 865-7090     Fax (855) 477-8526 
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Farm Service Agency Updates 

There is a lot going on in the Farm Service Agency side of our building. In December 2018 the new 

Farm Bill was signed.  With the office furloughed for about a month some of the program roll-outs 

have been slow but we are running at full speed now.  

The 2019 Crop reporting deadline was July 15th.  If you have not filed a crop report you should 

contact our office to see about late filing options.  Crop reporting is one of the first steps in many 

Farm Service Agency Programs.  

Programs that we are signing participants up for now are Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC), Market 

Facilitation Program (MFP) and coming soon Agricultural Risk Coverage/Price Loss Coverage 

(ARC/PLC).  Dairy Margin Coverage covers producers when the national milk price and the 

national feed costs margin is lower than the coverage they have chosen. Payments have been made 

in this program for January, February, March, April, May and June already.  Market Facilitation 

Program is to help with unfair tariffs enacted against the United States and has a variety of covered 

crops including Dairy, Hogs, Corn, Soybeans, Alfalfa and several others.  Agricultural Risk 

Coverage/Price Loss Coverage (ARC/PLC) sign up has not started yet but details about that sign-up 

will be coming soon.  

If you have questions about any Farm Service Agency programs please call our office at 607-547-

8131 ext. 2 or check out www.farmers.gov. 

Otsego County SWCD and USDA Service Center prohibits any discrimination on the basis of 

race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs,  

sexual orientation, and martial or family status. 

  

To sign up for our future newsletters you may do so in 3 ways, you may send your email 

address to  millerj@otsegosoilandwater.com , call our office at (607) 547-8337 ext. 4 or use the 

sign up form on our website at www.otsegosoilandwater.com/contactus 

We are transitioning to summer/fall electronic newsletters to save time, paper, and money. 

This will also allow us to get you info faster with more photos, links, and information. Please 

add us to your contact list to ensure your newsletter reaches your inbox. We hope you 

understand the transition! If you don’t use email contact us to make special arrangements. 

http://www.farmers.gov


 

   15 

From the Desk of SWCD’s Manager Continued... 

Brick House Farm—Otsego, NY 

Installation of frost free hydrant for a 

prescribed rotational grazing system. 

     

  Otsego County SWCD  

       Reaches Out to  

  Agricultural Producers 

 

 

2019 will be the fourteenth year Otsego County 

SWCD is participating in NYS’s Agricultural 

Environmental Management Program (AEM).    

AEM is a five ‘Tier’ program that helps farmers 

simultaneously improve their operations and 

protect the environment.  

 

This winter we hope to reach out to new Otsego 

County farmers about the benefits of AEM and, 

beginning in January, help high priority farms 

plan for the Best Management Practices 

(BMP’s) that will address their concerns. 

 

The AEM program is an important tool to keep 

nutrients and sediments from entering our 

county’s many beautiful bodies of water and 

help keep our agricultural community strong. If 

you’re a farmer in Otsego County and want 

information on how to participate, call our 

office anytime. 



 

 

 

Otsego County Soil and Water 
Conservation District 

 

976 County Highway 33 
Cooperstown, NY 13326 

 
(607) 547-8337 Ext. 4 

clementsj@otsegosoilandwater.com 

Otsego County Board of Representatives Show Support 

Many thanks go out to the Otsego County Board of Representatives for their      
support of the SWCD in 2019. Although the SWCD is not technically a 
‘County’ agency, the District and the County boundaries are identical and we 
rely heavily on County funds to help bring our services to the County’s   
farmers, municipalities and residents. This year the County Representatives 
showed their appreciation for the value of Otsego County’s beautiful           
landscape and their support in helping to protect it.  
Successful environmental stewardship at the local level will always be a 
product of successful partnerships and we thank Otsego County for working 
with us to protect Otsego County’s natural resources.   

Otsego County Soil & Water 

Conservation District          

Board Members 

Leslie Rathbun, Chair - Grange 

Meg Kennedy, Vice Chair - County Legislator 

Doris Moennich, Treasurer - Landowner 

Edward Lentz, Member-at-Large 

Vacant , Member-at-Large 

Larry Roseboom, Sr, Farm Bureau 

Michelle Farwell, County Legislator 

  

 www.otsegosoilandwater.com 

Office Hours Monday through Friday 

8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Closed on All Federal Holidays 

Otsego County SWCD is co–located with the USDA  Farm Service Agency and  

Natural Resources Conservation Service 


