Otsego County Water Quality Coordinating Committee 
Cornell Cooperative Extension, Cooperstown, NY 13326
Wednesday, May 26, 2010

Members Present:

Matt Albright, Biological Field Station
Jill Eichler, Canadarago Lake Improvement Association/OCCA
Heidi Tafel, Cornell Cooperative Extension
Blanche Hurlbutt, Otsego County Soil & Water Conservation District
Tony Capraro, Natural Resource Conservation Services
Vince Stayter, Ruth          , Bruce Shelty, Goodyear Lake Association
Jeff     , Village Cooperstown 

I.  Called to order:	Holly was unable to attend the meeting.  Matt called the meeting to order at 1:20 p.m.

II.  Treasurer’s Report

Blanche Hurlbutt provided the treasurer’s report.  There was no income or expenses for the month of May.  WQCC pay out $450.00 for the Otsego team to travel to the NYS Envirothon competition.  A list of donors of committee members was provided to the WQCC committee.

A request was made by the Lake Festival committee to have WQCC front the postage funds for possible
donors &/or sponsors of the Lake Festival.

· Matt made a motion second by Vince to upfront postage costs for the Lake Festival. Carried.

III. New Business:	Ted Peters will be stepping down from the WQCC and Bruce will be replacing
Ted.  It was suggested that the WQCC write a letter of appreciation to Ted for his years of service to the
committee.  It was also that WQCC do a plaque or something else in honor of Ted.  Blanche will discuss
with the Leatherstocking Regional Envirothon committee to see if they would like to honor Ted by naming the Regional Envirothon scholarship after Ted.

IV.   Committee Reports:

Biological Field Station:		Matt reported that the Biological Field Station is in full swing.  The Field
Station has eight (8) interns for the summer.  The Wetland Ducks Unlimited project adjacent to sewer treatment plant was discussed and NYS DEC supported the Village of Cooperstown to tighten up regulations on nutrients.   The Village Board has agreed to fund water monitoring and this project will
be online at the end of a month.  This is a first year effort and how well this project will work.  It is Matt’s hope that additional funds will come through for additional years of water monitoring. 

Cooperstown Village:	Jeff reported on the zebra mussels project for water plant/supply work is to begin . 

Cornell Co-Op Extension:	Heidi reported that the staff is busy, but not much news to share at this time.

Goodyear Lake Assoc.:		Vince reported the Water Chestnut pulling for Goodyear Lake is scheduled for June 10-12.  This information will be posted on their website by the end of the week.   Matt stated the Biological Field Station and OCCA has canoes for use, if there is a need.

The Goodyear Lake festival is scheduled for August 21st.  Vince stated things are moving along as scheduled for this event and the Polar Bear Club will we hosting their event at the lake festival.  The Goodyear Lake committee feels this will bring in additional funds for their event. 

Vince suggested that the Leatherstocking Regional Envirothon hold their annual raffle earlier and sell
their raffle tickets at this event.  Blanche stated she will suggest this to the Envirothon committee.

Natural Resource Conservation Services:	Tony reported that he spent three days in DC at a NRCS/Fish ‘n Wildlife Summit.  Tony felt this was a very educational and worthwhile event for him
to attend.  Things discussed was partnering up on projects &/or programs.

Tony reported that NRCS just finished up a dairy farm concrete laneway in the Town of Maryland.  OCCA provided funds toward some of NRCS’s projects.  They have received EQIP funding and he & Jeanine have hit the ground running to complete these projects.  They have three grazing projects that they are working on and hope to complete this year.  They have a beginning farmer in Pittsfield they are partnering up on a barnyard project.  They have other projects that farmers need to come up with 25% to move forward on.  Farmers are finding it hard to come up with their share of the funding to move forward on these projects.

Otsego BOCES:	Jill reported that thirty-two (32) staff personnel, which included her, have been laid off.  Jill will be on tour serving several libraries in several counties on water education.  Jill requested from the committee if they had any hand-out materials or items she could use to promote water education please let her know.

Otsego SWCD:	Blanche reported things are moving along as scheduled at the District. The District will have two temporary interns, one for 120 hours and another for 80 hours.  The NYS Envirothon will be held June 2 & 3, 2010 at Keuka College, Keuka Park.    Scott provided a complete report on SWCD projects see attached report.

V.  Old Business

Lake Festival:	Lake Festival is scheduled for Saturday, July 10th.   Those selling food will need to complete a food permit in advance through the Health Department.  The Lake Festival committee has discussed a booth fee & possible percentage from those selling food items.  The committee feels that they need to raise $4,000 to be able to break even.  If they do not have the funds by the end of June they may have to withdrawn from holding the event.

Matt stated he feels the Lake Festival committee is doing a great job.

WQCC Guest Speakers :		Matt will follow-up with Rebecca Snyder to give a presentation for one
of the topic meetings.  Tony will follow-up with Fish ‘n Wildlife to see if they might provide someone to
present a topic for WQCC meeting.  Heidi stated that Cornell Co-Op Extension would be happy to help
with press releases on topic meetings and email all of their folks on Co-Op Extension’s mailing list. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:25 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 30 location to be determined at a later date.  Possible site The Meadows.

Respectfully Submitted by Blanche L. Hurlbutt, June 14, 2010
