All,
Here are some rough minutes from the January 27, 2010 Otsego County WQCC meeting:

In attendance: 

Holly Waterfield – BFS, Facilitator




Jill Eichler – BOCES




Don McKay – CLIA




Karen Sullivan (and Tim the intern) – OC Planning Dept




Heidi Tauffel – CCE




Scott Fickbohm – SWCD

No quorum.

Holly reported that Darla would get the December minutes out by the February meeting.

Budget report sent by Blanche was approved – December transactions were: $1,600 income and 433.80 expenses for the buoy program.

Holly was nominated to continue being Facilitator and Darla was nominated to continue being secretary. No nominations were made for Vice Facilitator. Holly will send around an e-mail requesting additional nominations so we can vote in February. 

Discussions on WQCC Strategy – written comments were submitted by OCCA, Cooperstown Water Committee and the Otsego Lake Watershed Supervisory Committee.  
It was suggested that all members e-mail comments to Holly for summarization and presentation/discussion at April 28 meeting. 
Discussion on Topic Meetings – Scott e-mailed Phil M re Carbon Credit talk in February. Holly and Darla worked up a list of potential audience members: farmers, large landowners, Land Trusts and County Planning. Landowner Coalitions were added. A press release is being developed. Phil M will be contacted again for additional info on potential audiences and how long the presentation will be.  

The gas issue is a good topic, but not likely to draw a DEC rep to present. Holly suggested her and Win could do a talk on septic systems. Karen suggested a topic meeting on the new FEMA floodplain maps – this was agreed on as a good and timely potential topic for the March meeting. Karen will forward contact for possible presenter from the NFIP. 
The Committee would like to have the May and June topics selected by the April meeting. 

Department Reports
BFS – BFS is finalizing many of their research reports and continuing water quality analysis. BFS is also pursuing biological survey work through SRBC.

Canadarago Lake Improvement Association – The weather and lake level monitoring of Canadarago lake is now available on-line at the their website.
CCE – Board meeting this week.

OCCA – OCCA awarded Village of Cooperstown $10k for boat washing stations. Staff is looking for sites to place fishing line recyclable receptacles. Water chestnut clean up will be scheduled for 1 weekend in June, July and Sept. Grant submitted for children’s tent at Lake Festival. OCCA contributed $5k towards assisting farmers in the EQIP program. Submitted grant for environmental mural. There were over 100 attendees at OOCA’s recent alternative energy workshop. Earth Day Festival is April 10, Garage Sale is April 30 and the Lake Festival is July 10th. A dinner in honor of Dr. Harman will be held July 17. 

OC Planning Dept – The Planning Dept is still waiting for DEC reimbursement of the Household Hazardous Waste Day. Otsego may partner with the Town of Bethlehem for 2010. MOSA may donate towards covering cost. Department has been doing a lot of work on telecommunications and transportation issues as well as Agricultural District issues. Other news- involved in energy efficiency effort at the Meadows, the solid waste tipping fee went down, County may put out a RFP for its recycling business. 
OCSWCD – The proposed EPF is out and the Districts funding held steady from last year. Ag NPS funding went up and Non-Ag NPD funding and WQIP funding went down. The District is following up on our comments re: natural gas. Modeling from EPA and NRCS that is used for selecting priority areas for implementation shows our area as a source of clean water. Only the Lower Unadilla is a priority. If the SWCD’s hydroseeding grant is funded, we may be able to put some funds towards a WQCC project. Also working on a few stream bank rehabilitation jobs, 

NEXT MEETING : Carbon Credit Topic Meeting - Wednesday February 24th at 1PM, OC Meadows Building 
