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INTRODUCTION

OTSEGO COUNTY WATER QUALITY COORDINATING COMMITTEE
Nonpoint pollution by definition is any form of pollution not being discharged from a distinguished point or source.  These sources being so diffuse and variable will often require multi-agency involvement to remediate the existing water pollution problems. Comprehending that water quality responsibilities and interests are portrayed by a wide range of agencies, organizations, and groups, a committee involving all the respective agencies has been organized by the Otsego County Soil and Water Conservation District and is known as the Otsego County Water Quality Coordinating Committee.  It functions as a subcommittee of the Otsego County Soil and Water Conservation District.  The Coordinating Committee is responsible for the preparation of this Otsego County Non-point Source Water Quality Strategy which ensures that efforts from local, county, state, and federal water quality programs are coordinated for maximum effectiveness.

COORDINATING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Committee membership is ad hoc and is open to any agency, organization or individual demonstrating an interest in non-point source water pollution.  The membership is subject to change depending on water quality interests and priorities. Each member has the responsibility to inform its respective boards about the programs, special activities and projects being carried out by the committee.

Current Committee Make-up:
Canadarago Lake Association



Village of Cooperstown Water Board

City of Oneonta Environmental Board

NYS DEC Region 4 Division of Water

NYS DEC Fish and Wildlife

NYS Department of Health

NYS Department of Transportation

NYS Soil and Water Conservation Committee

NY Center for Agricultural Medicine & Health 
Otsego County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Otsego County Planning Department

Otsego County Cornell Cooperative Extension

Otsego County Conservation Association

Otsego County Board of Representatives

Otsego County Farm Bureau

Otsego County Highway Department

Otsego County Sportsmen’s Association 
Otsego County Federation of Sportsman’s Clubs

Otsego Land Trust, Inc.
Otsego Lake Association

Otsego 2000, Inc.

SUNY Oneonta Biological Field Station

Upper Susquehanna Coalition

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

USDA Farm Service Agency 
Watershed Supervisory Committee

THE COMMITTEE’S MISSION, PURPOSE AND PRIMARY FUNCTIONS

The Committee has the responsibilities to integrate diverse non-point source water quality pollution control and abatement programs of various town, county, state and federal agencies into a well coordinated, comprehensive and effective interagency approach, established at the local level.  The Committee is committed to identifying and prioritizing non-point source water pollution problems and developing conservation measures using Best Management Practices (BMP’s) which correct, mitigate or preclude the degradation of Otsego County’s surface and ground water resources. The Committee’s primary functions will be a combination of information sharing, coalition building, advising, priority setting, policy guidance and problem solving through implementation. When the Committee, by consensus, identifies the need to add or delete a water body segment to the Priority Waterbody List (PWL), it will make recommendations to NYSDEC Division of Water for such changes.  The Committee will inform the general public of its activities, goals, and accomplishments using available private, local, state and federal news publications, radios broadcasts, and provide special presentations to concerned groups, which identify the need.

PRIORITY WATER QUALITY PROBLEMS

The WQCC has developed a list of waterbody priorities that have been recognized by NYSDEC as the Priority Waterbody List (PWL) & Wetland Restoration and Protection Action Strategy (WRAPAS). Specific watershed problems will be comprehensively addressed, as identified by the Committee in the PWL (see attachment 2).  Waterbodies below are not necessarily in order by priority.

THE 1999 PRIORITY WATERBODY LIST 

FOR OTSEGO COUNTY

1.  CANADARAGO LAKE   
2.  UNADILLA RIVER   

3.  CHERRY VALLEY CREEK   
4.  GOODYEAR LAKE
5.  OCQUIONIS CREEK
6.  OTSEGO LAKE & TRIBUTARIES
7.   SILVER LAKE

8.   SUMMIT LAKE
9.   SUSQUEHANNA RIVER
Highest priority assistance will be directed toward impacted water resources used primarily for public potable water supplies.  Priorities concerning non-potable water segments impacted within the PWL list will be developed by the consensus of the Committee and referred to the appropriate governing body.  

A Watershed Restoration & Protection Action Strategy is a concise and action-oriented document that:  compiles currently available information about the state of the watershed and ongoing assessment, outreach and implementation activities, and proposes environmental and natural resource priorities or goals and measurable objectives for achieving those goals.

IDENTIFIED CONCERNS:
Current countywide nonpoint source water quality concerns identified by the WQCC are as follows:

1. Runoff of nutrient sediments by:

A. Construction and road ditching

B. Agriculture

C. Diffuse urban runoff

D. Hydrologic modification

2. On-site wastewater

3. Storage and application of deicing agents

4. Public knowledge of nonpoint source pollution

5. Prevent and management of on invasive and exotic introductions (water chestnuts, zebras)

6. General refuse and waste disposal

IMPLEMENTING THE STRATEGY
As mentioned earlier, the primary function of the WQCC is a combination of information sharing, coalition building, priority setting, policy guidance, and problem solving through implementation. Funding for WQCC is provided primarily by Local, Federal and State agencies administered by the New York State Soil and Water Conservation Committee. Most activities of WQCC members are considered in-kind contributions toward implementing this strategy. Funding, as it is made available will be utilized to carry out one or more components of this strategy, by addressing a specific area of concern.  This strategy will serve as a working document and be updated annually by the WQCC. 

STORMWATER RUNOFF - CONSTRUCTION
PROBLEM

The development of land from single-family house lots to major housing developments requires construction activities that can result in soil erosion, leading to significant sediment problems in our surface waters. Hillside development is increasing. Many of the development projects in the county only involve the subdivision of property with individual lots being randomly developed over extended periods of time making an overall erosion/sediment control plan for the development impractical to implement. NYSDEC requires the preparation of a stormwater/erosion and sediment control plan for developments in excess of one acre, but is understaffed to oversee that permit conditions are met. 

ACTION PLAN
Municipalities currently review site plans to identify potential erosion/sediment problems and suggest management practices.  Permit conditions may not be met, due to lack of enforcement.

Develop an education/public awareness program, including “How To” sheets on controlling erosion and runoff during single lot development.

Develop and conduct presentations and workshops for public officials, local highway departments, developers, consultants, code enforcement officers and contractors on erosion and sediment control.

Adoption of stormwater management erosion/sediment control ordinances by local municipalities that address proper planning and insures plan implementation. SWCD staff could identify potential problems, suggest management practices and comment on the adequacy of plans in managing erosion/sediment. 

Utilize and encourage the utilization of the Management Practices Catalogue published by NYSDEC to a greater extent.

Expand on Watershed Restoration and Protection Action Strategies (WRAPS) activities initiated by the WQCC. 

Develop a Hydro seeding program.

 IDENTIFIED AREAS OF CONCERN
Entire County, especially lakeside development.

Road and bridge construction and maintenance. 

STORMWATER RUNOFF - AGRICULTURE

PROBLEM
Poor land management and intensive production activities on agricultural lands can result in pollution of surface water and groundwater by sediment, nutrients, and agricultural chemicals. Improper manure management, barnyard runoff, over fertilization, livestock access to streams, agricultural streambank destabilization, spreading of municipal sludge on agricultural land, and soil erosion are primary concerns.  

ACTION PLAN
NRCS and SWCD provide technical assistance to producers to implement Best Management Practices for water quality, including: barnyard water management, soil erosion control, milkhouse waste management and nutrient management.

FSA provides financial assistance to farmers who install proper Best Management Practices for water quality. 

Continue to partner with OCCA that has provided additional supplemental funding to the assist the local farmers participating in the Farm Bill’s EQIP.

CCE provides information on fertilizer and pesticide management.

NRCS administers sections of the 2002 Farm Bill requiring farmers accepting USDA program benefits to actively implement erosion control plans.

BFS monitoring to identify problem areas and to evacuate success emigrated efforts.

SWCD & NRCS will continue to assist farms with CMNP’s, stream buffers, and wetlands.

Implement the Lake Friendly Farmer program.

Seek additional state and local funding to assist farmers in implementing Best Management Practices.

AEM conduct watershed based inventory/evaluation of farms throughout the county to identify possible environmental concerns and target funding to these priority areas. 

Continue existing programs.

IDENTIFIED AREAS OF CONCERN

Otsego Lake Watershed (refer to PWL numerous stream banks) 

Elk Creek

Canadarago Lake Watershed





Unadilla River

Cherry Valley Creek






Silver Lake

Village of Cherry Valley water supply




Susquehanna River

Schenevus Creek

STORMWATER RUNOFF - DIFFUSE URBAN RUNOFF

PROBLEM

Stormwater runoff from urban areas (roadways, parking lots, driveways, lawns, snow storage etc.) can carry sediment, pathogens, petroleum products, nutrients, pesticides, chloride and a number of other toxic substances. Many of these substances may leach into groundwater as well as run into surface waters. A large amount of impervious areas increase the quantity of runoff and decreases the time it takes peak runoff to occur. These factors lead to flooding problems as well as water quality problems.  

ACTION PLAN
Local municipalities review site plans to identify potential concerns. 

The Village of Cooperstown currently sweeps streets, decreasing sediment & nutrients load to Otsego Lake.

Signs have been painted on storm drains in Cooperstown warning against polluting the Susquehanna River or Lake Otsego.
Develop an education/public awareness program, including “How To” sheets on controlling erosion and runoff, pet waste management, appropriate fertilizer use, public and private use of de-icers, and appropriate composting techniques.

Develop and conduct presentations and workshops for public officials, local highway departments, developers, consultants, code enforcement officers and contractors on erosion and sediment control.

Adoption of stormwater management erosion/sediment control ordinances by local municipalities that address proper planning and insures plan implementation. SWCD staff could identify potential problems, suggest management practices and comment on the adequacy of plans in managing erosion/sediment. 

Assist the City of Oneonta in preparing for their future Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) status.

Obtain agreements from local/state DOT for using proper ditch maintenance practices. 

IDENTIFIED AREAS OF CONCERN
Otsego County’s urbanized areas with high phosphorus levels, and sedimentation resulting from road ditch maintenance practices around PWL waterbodies. 

STORMWATER RUNOFF - HYDROLOGIC MODIFICATION
PROBLEM

Destabilization of streambanks due to channelization, gravel mining, construction projects and improper stabilization practices leads to erosion and sediment problems. Changing land use patterns are resulting in an increase in runoff, which leads to streambank erosion problems & flooding.

ACTION PLAN
SWCD and DEC assist landowners and municipalities in obtaining stream disturbance permits. 

NRCS provides technical and financial assistance to municipalities to stabilize streambanks damaged by flooding through PL-403 Emergency Watershed Protection.

SWCD assists municipalities in seeking funding sources to stabilize streambanks and manage runoff that threatens public property such as roads, bridges and culverts.

SWCD prepares mining and reclamation plans for landowners and municipalities. 

WQCC assists municipalities and landowners by providing various vegetative cuttings that aid in bank stabilization. 

Develop and conduct a workshop for municipal public works departments on proper streambank stabilization techniques. 

Develop a bio-technical slope protection demonstration project.

Continue existing programs. 

IDENTIFIED AREAS OF CONCERNS
1.  Village of Morris - Silver creek reservoir downsized resulting in increased downstream 

flooding

2.  Charlotte Creek - Town of Oneonta, F&F Airpark experiencing severe erosion

3.  Westville, Town of Westford, multiple landowners experiencing increased flooding 

4.  Cherry Valley Creek - Village of Cherry Valley, perennial flooding, long-term solution needed.

5.  Hinman Hollow Brook - Village of Milford, residents experiencing increased flooding 

6.  Herkimer Creek - Canadarago Lake, perennial flooding has recently increased, possibly due to sediment buildup 

7.  Otego Creek - Town of Laurens, streambank destabilization.

8.  Briar Creek – Town of Otego, streambank destabilization.

ON-SITE WASTEWATER

PROBLEM

Many residents of the county utilize onsite wastewater systems. Old, neglected and improperly used systems fail and can result in the contamination of surface and groundwater and are contributing to the eutrophication of many waterbodies in the county. The nature of the soils in the lake regions compounds the problem. Often, systems fail downward to the water table and problems may go undetected. Even a properly running system can cause problems to water bodies. The increase in nitrate concentrations and phosphates in some lakes is believed to be due in some part to onsite systems. 

ACTION PLAN
Otsego County does not have a county Health Department; therefore, the NYS DOH in Oneonta approves designs and inspects the installation of onsite systems. Upon request, they will visit a site and make recommendations to remedy a failing system.

County & Town code enforcement officers and SWCD staff performs soil percolation tests to determine the suitability of soils for an onsite septic system.

Develop a model onsite wastewater system management that municipalities and/or public agencies can use to improve onsite system performance.  

Continue to inform the public on how onsite systems work proper maintenance and proper use.

Use the Department of Health’s Appendix 75A, Wastewater Treatment Standards – Individual Household Systems for the sighting and design of new onsite systems, and use 75A as a guide for the upgrade of existing systems.
Develop a model program for identifying failing onsite systems through routine inspections.
Conduct studies to better understand the migration of nutrients from lakeside septic systems.

Support the Watershed Supervisory Committee’s efforts to implement a new onsite system management program for systems in the Otsego Lake Watershed.

Utilize GIS to formulate a database of septic inspections.

IDENTIFIED AREAS OF CONCERN

1.  Hamlet of Cherry Valley



  7.  Canadarago Lake

2.  Cherry Valley Creek



  8.  Summit Lake

3.  Hamlet of Springfield Center


  9.  Village of Milford

4.  Hamlet of East Springfield 



10.  Village of Unadilla

5.  Goodyear Lake 




11.  Riverside area of Unadilla

6.  Otsego Lake and tributaries



12.  Silver Lake

STORAGE AND APPLICATION OF DEICING & ABRASIVE AGENTS
PROBLEM
Exposed salt piles can lead to salt leaching into groundwater or mixing with runoff and being carried to surface waters. Spread salt also mixes with runoff for similar results. Increasing concentrations of chlorides have been documented in some lakes. It is assumed that the storage and application of road salt is at least part of the cause.  Most abrasives used locally are composed of fine sands that have the potential to be carried several hundreds of miles suspended within the waterbody.  Also sediment from the road abrasives reduces the spawning habitat for our aquatic life

ACTION PLAN

Highway municipalities and the NYS Department of Transportation utilize various salt storage structures in Otsego County.

Educate municipal boards as to the importance of storage structures as well as proper application.

Educate municipal highway departments as to water management practices that may reduce icing problems.

Investigate alternatives to salt for use as deicing agents.

Alert municipalities to funding sources to construct salt storage structures including calibration.

AREAS OF IDENTIFIED CONCERN

NYS DOT salt storage pile on Trout Creek in Richfield Springs 

NYS DOT salt application practices around Otsego Lake & other water bodies

Unadilla Town Highway Department sand pile on Martin Brook

PUBLIC AWARENESS OF NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 

PROBLEM

The general public has limited awareness of nonpoint source pollution and water quality.  Activities affecting water quality in Otsego County often go unnoticed. 

ACTION PLAN
NRCS, SWCD and Cooperative Extension host farm tours highlighting Best Management Practices installed on farms.

OCCA and SUNY BFS publicize water quality initiatives that the groups are involved in.

The WQCC hosts a water taste test at the county fair and distributes literature on water quality.

The WQCC financially supports education programs in the county such as the Envirothon, CNY Farm Progress Show, Water Body Cleanup Days, etc.

The WQCC utilizes existing agency newsletters to publicize its efforts.

SWCD maintains a library of water quality literature. 

Continue and expand upon ongoing efforts.

Assist in administering the “Lake Friendly Farmer” program in cooperation with the SUNY Biological Field Station.

Submit periodic water quality fact sheets for publication in local papers.

Expand the use of GIS in the county. 

Utilize Otsego Lake Survey to prioritize educational opportunities.

Lake forums

ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE

5/92   Solicited membership for the Otsego County Water Quality Coordinating Committee

6/92   Developed Otsego County Water Quality Strategy

1/93   Revised Water Quality Strategy

1/93   Provided input to NYS DEC to develop Priority Waterbodies List for Otsego County

1/93   Purchased video equipment to be used by the Committee for displays, fairs, farm shows, etc.

2/93   Secured funding through NYS DEC for water quality work in the Willow Brook watershed

4/94   Assisted in funding efforts for South Central RC&D educational efforts 

4/94   Assisted in funding efforts for a Cooperative Extension Educational publication

5/94   Assisted in funding efforts for the Otsego County Envirothon Team

2/96   Developed by-laws for Committee

2/96   Assisted the League of Women Voters with water quality study

3/96   Completed phase I of Willow Brook watershed improvement project

3/96   Assisted the Alliance for the Chesapeake in funding efforts of the Susquehanna Sojourn

4/96   Provided input to NYS DEC to update Priority Waterbodies List for Otsego County

4/96   Revised Water Quality Strategy

4/96   Agreed to financially support the “Lake Friendly Farmer” program developed by SUCO BFS   

4/96   Established a willow plantation to be used for future stream bank stabilization projects

5/96   Secured $4500.00 in Section 319 funding to implement strategy components

6/96   Financially supported Otsego Lake Cleanup Day

8/96   Hosted water taste test at county fair, distributed water quality literature

10/96 Planted 600 shrubs for streambank stabilization in Hayden Brook

12/96 Updated Water Quality Strategy 

12/96 Provided input to US Army Corps of Engineers on potential Otsego County projects to be     

          considered for a feasibility study

12/96 Provided input to the Otsego Lake Watershed Management Plan being prepared by     

         NYSDEC

3/97   Provided financially support to the county Envirothon

3/97   Purchased a groundwater model to be used for educational purposes 

3/97   Assisted the LWV with the coordination of a satellite conference on drinking water protection.

5/00    Assisted the funding efforts to send the Otsego County Envirothon Team to go the NYS competition. 

7/00   Assisted in the hiring process of Otsego Lake Watershed Manager

8/00   Coordinated Otsego Lake Watershed Form

9/00   Assisted NYS DEC with the WRAPS initial process.

5/01   Held the County’s first Municipal Forum.

5/01   Assisted the funding efforts to send the Otsego County Envirothon Team to go the NYS competition.

9/01    Assisted Otsego County Solid Waste Department in funding the removal of all Ag. Pesticides collected, utilizing NYS DEC mini-grants.

4/02    Utilized Cooperstown Central School Seventh graders to plant the WQCC willow nursery.

5/02    Assisted the funding efforts to send the Otsego County Envirothon Team to go the NYS competition.

6/02    Purchase a Computer Projector to better illustrate WQCC projects at meetings or educational opportunities.

8/02 Assisted the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay in funding efforts of the Susquehanna Sojourn

9/02    Assisted Otsego County Solid Waste Department in funding the removal of all Ag. Pesticides collected, utilizing NYS DEC mini-grants.

1/03    Update the NYS DEC on the WQCC progress with the WRAPS process.

1/03     Assisting the hamlet of South Edmeston with a community septic study.
2004
The Village of Cooperstown has passed a Public law giving authority over the Watershed to the WSC.  The WSC has inventoried and put into a GIS database – 80% of the septic systems in the watershed.  Planning and notification of inspections of systems to begin in 2005 has been accomplished.
ONGOING EFFORTS

Through monthly WQ Committee meetings, plan new programs, workshops and presentations 

Prepare news releases and newsletter articles on current WQ issues

Develop grant proposals for future EPA, federal, state, local and private grants

Develop reference library of water quality literature

Attend public meetings representing and publicizing the Committee

Oversee the implementation of The Plan for the Management of the Otsego Lake Watershed

Assist the Otsego Lake Watershed Supervisory Committee in the implementation of the comprehensive watershed management plan

Compete in water taste test at county fair

Develop a stream clean out and restoration program utilizing local scouts and various civic groups

Host a hazardous waste disposal day

Continue to support all water quality education programs in the county  

Otsego Lake Management

SUMMARY OF MEMBERSHIP ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
AGENCY:

Otsego County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)




967 Co. Hwy. 33




Cooperstown, NY 13326

CONTACT:

Jason M. Mulford, District Field Manager

AGENCY ROLE:
The Otsego County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) was established in 1941 by resolution of the County Board of Representatives after it was decided that a conservation district was needed to assist landowners and units of government in the conservation of soil, water and related natural resources.  SWCD provides technical information and planning assistance in managing soil and water resources, and also provides technical assistance in installing Best Management Practices for water quality to landowners and units of local governments.  SWCD continually seeks funding through public or private sources for the implementation of soil and water conservation measures

AGENCY:

Village of Cooperstown Water Board

39 Susquehanna Ave.

Cooperstown, NY 13326

(607) 547-2561

CONTACT:

&/or Stu Taugher, Chairman &/or Theodore Peters
AGENCY ROLE:
To ensure safe drinking water for the residents of the water district in a cost effective manner.  The Board is committed to developing policies and formulating regulations through the Watershed Council (with representation from the three towns in the watershed plus the Village) in concert with the NYS Department of Health, which has regulatory responsibility for public water supplies.  Otsego Lake and its watershed is the Water Board’s realm of responsibility.

AGENCY:

Otsego County Planning Department

County Annex Building

34 Chestnut Street

Cooperstown, NY 13326

(607)  547-4225

CONTACT:

Vacant
AGENCY ROLES:
The Otsego County Planning Department serves many functions.  It provides technical assistance to local municipalities in the areas of land-use planning, environmental management, economic development and grant procurement.  In doing such, these three areas are often interwoven.  The Planning Department serves in an educational role for local town planning boards, encouraging them to include aquifer protection mechanisms in their land-use regulations.  The Planning Department’s affiliation with Southern Tier East Regional Planning and Development Board’s wellhead protection program continues to provide assistance to municipalities in the form of wellhead delineations and land-use recommendations.  The Planning Department works closely with the Soil and Water Conservation District, the Natural Resources Conservation Service and Cornell Cooperative Extension in achieving this end.

AGENCY:

Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE)




123 Lake Street




Cooperstown, NY 13326




(607) 547-2536

CONTACT:

David Cox, Agent

AGENCY ROLE: 
The Agricultural Program of Cornell Cooperative Extension serves as a source of public information, awareness and education on the issue of non-point sources of water pollution. Targeted audiences include commercial and part-time agricultural producers and the agricultural businesses serving them.  Primary emphasis is identified as increasing agricultural profitability and enhancing the environment.  Extension serves as the direct local linkage to the resources provided by Cornell University’s Water Resources Institute as well as the many departments at the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences.  Locally, the Field Crops Program priority has been that of educating producers on profitable selection and use of plant nutrients and chemicals so that the environment will not be harmed.  Calibration of equipment, soil testing, and site specific recommendations are the tools used to help guarantee these goals. The NPURG computer software will be incorporated into site-specific recommendations and is now available locally. 

AGENCY:

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)




967 Co. Hwy. 33




Cooperstown, NY 13326




(607) 547-8337

CONTACT:

Anthony Capraro
AGENCY ROLE:
The mission of the NRCS is to provide national leadership in the conservation and wise use of soil, water and related land uses through balanced, cooperative program that protects, restores and improves those resources.  NRCS works in partnership with the County Soil and Water Conservation District to provide information and direct technical assistance to landowners to prevent or correct agricultural and other nonpoint source water quality problems.

AGENCY:

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)




Region 4

1150 Westcott Road

Schenectady, NY 12306

(518) 357-2381

CONTACT:

Ken Kosinski, Environmental Engineer

AGENCY ROLE:
In New York, the DEC has been designated the lead agency for water quality.  Thus, DEC was responsible for the development of a Non-Point Source Management Program for New York.  Early in the process, DEC recognized the need for a coordinated effort to prepare a plan to address non-point source pollution in New York State.  Representatives of federal, state and local government agencies, as well as groups representing a variety of related interests were invited to participate in a working group to help create a nonpoint source management program for the state.  The resulting NPS Management Program provides an overall blueprint for the many agencies and groups involved in dealing with non-point source problems.  

AGENCY:

New York State Soil and Water Conservation Committee (NYSSWCC)  




Capital Plaza, 1 Winners Circle




Albany, NY 12235

CONTACT:

John Schumacher, Regional Coordinator

AGENCY ROLE:
The NYS Soil and Water Conservation Committee coordinate soil and water conservation programs in the state; provides nonpoint source pollution prevention training and assistance to the County Water Quality Coordinating Committee; administers the Agricultural Nonpoint Source Abatement and Control Program; and aids in the development of projects and grants.  The NYSSWCC is the lead agency to provide education and training to Soil and Water Conservation District directors, officers, and employees.

AGENCY:

Upper Susquehanna Coalition (USC)




Tioga County SWCD




56 Main Street

Owego, NY 13827




(607) 546-5543

CONTACT:

Jim Curatola, Coordinator

AGENCY ROLE:
The role of the USC is to further strengthen the coordinated regional/bi-state approach to protecting and improving water quality in the Upper Susquehanna River Basin and to seek and identify local, state and federal funding sources.  One main goal of the USC is to foster an increased awareness in the public and private sector of the importance on non-point source pollution and its impacts in the upper SRB.   

AGENCY:

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA)




967 Co. Hwy 33




Cooperstown, NY 13326




(607) 547-8131

CONTACT:

Bill Gibson, County Executive Director

AGENCY ROLE:
USDA FSA provides administrative and financial assistance to landowners and agricultural producers as permitted by federal legislation or Memorandums of Understandings initiated between the FSA and other state or federal agencies.

1.
The Conservation Reserve Program, which provides annual rental payments to producers who contract to remove environmentally sensitive land from production for ten year periods or longer.

2. The Wetland Reserve Program provides financial reimbursement to landowners who will restore wetlands that have been converted to crop production along water bodies or buffers on cropland as authorized program initiatives.

AGENCY:

New York State Department of Health (DOH)




28 Hill Street, Suite 201




Oneonta, NY 13820




(607) 432-3911

CONTACT:

Ron Shepard
AGENCY ROLE:
The Oneonta District Office of the NYS DOH conducts public health programs in Otsego, Delaware, and Greene Counties.  With regard to water quality in Otsego County, the DOH’s primary interests relate to public water supplies, private home water supplies, and bathing beaches.  The office is responsible for 48 community water systems in Otsego County, and numerous non-community type public water systems.  Activities related most closely to the Committee’s function are the regulation and technical assistance provided to these suppliers for drinking water source development and protection.  

AGENCY:

Otsego County Conservation Association (OCCA)




Box 931




Cooperstown, NY 13326




Phone: (607) 547-4488 Fax: (607) 547-4020 E-mail: occa@wpe.com



Website:  www.occainfo.org

CONTACT:

Teresa Winchester, Executive Director

AGENCY ROLE: 
 The Otsego County Conservation Association is a private, not-for-profit, (501©(3), environmental organization whose mission is the protection, appreciation, and enhancement of the natural resources in Otsego County.  Since its establishment in 1968, OCCA has often worked with both public agencies and private organizations to achieve its mission.  Of particular note in water quality, OCCA has, since 1996, partnered with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to encourage enrollment of local farmers in the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  OCCA has done this by raising funds over $300,000 to pay all or part of the farmer’s 25% cost share to carry out these projects, with the USDA paying the remaining 75%.  To date, OCCA has committed significant funds to assist approximately 40 farms in the Otsego Lake watershed and six farms in the Eastern Unadilla River watershed.  OCCA has funded steam monitoring for the Biological Field Station to assess the impact of these projects in the Otsego Lake Watershed. OCCA has also committed matching funds for a Soil & Water Conservation District grant application for hiring of a technician to initiate and administer a riparian buffer program for area farms.  A major player in the drafting and implementation of the Plan for the Management of Otsego Lake Watershed, OCCA also provides major funding for a septic systems management program for Otsego Lake and for no-wake zone buoys on Otsego Lake.  Other water quality activities undertaken by OCCA include sponsorship of Otsego Lake Clean-up Day, organization of the Otsego Lake Festival, and active participation in the Otego County Water Quality Coordinating Committee. 
AGENCY:

SUNY Biological Field Station (BFS)




RD#2 Box 1066




Cooperstown, NY 13326




(607) 547- 8778

CONTACT:

Matt Albright, Technical Coordinator 

AGENCY ROLE:
The Biological Field Station has served as a center for undergraduate, graduate and faculty research on Otsego Lake and its watershed since 1968.  Since that time, the lake’s limnology and ecology have been described in some detail.  Basic monitoring has been ongoing so that trends and anomalies can be recognized.  The primary function of the BFS has been to collect and interpret information for natural resource management.  Environmental education directed towards students from the elementary through graduate levels regarding aquatic ecology and lake management has also been a thrust.  Research relating to the geohydrological characteristics of Karst topography, surface and groundwater resources is currently underway at the Earth Science Department, SUNY Oneonta concerning the limestone belt traversing the northern portion of the county.

AGENCY:

Canadarago Lake Improvement Association




PO Box 




Richfield Springs, NY 13439




(315) 858-2286

CONTACT:

Sally Zahnhiser

AGENCY ROLE:
The Canadarago Lake Improvement Association provides input on water quality issues facing lake residents and lake users. Flooding levels on the lake have increased recently, impacting septic systems of lakeside residents. Currently, work progresses on a feasibility study of dredging the lake outlet.     

AGENCY:

NYS Department of Transportation




1 Marine Midland Plaza

Binghamton, NY 13901-3216

(607)  773-7895

CONTACT:

Joel Robinson

AGENCY ROLE:
NYS Department of Transportation provides the people of New York with safe, adequate, and efficient transportation facilities at a reasonable cost in an environmentally sensitive manner.  NYS DOT routinely utilizes erosion and sediment control and stormwater management practices to help protect the state’s waterbodies and groundwater supplies.

AGENCY:

Otsego Lake Association




PO Box 13




Springfield Center NY 13468

CONTACT:

John Sanford, President




Win McIntyre, Technical Advisor

AGENCY ROLE: 
 The Otsego Lake Association (OLA) was formed in 2002, it is comprised of property owners on and near Otsego Lake.  OLA’s mission is “the timely implementation of the current “Plan for the Management of the Otsego Lake Watershed.”  To do this, OLA actively participates with other organizations and local governments on management plan projects. 

AGENCY:

Watershed Supervisory Committee




22 Main Street




Cooperstown, NY 13326

CONTACT:

Stu Taugher, Chairman
AGENCY ROLE:
The Watershed Supervisory Committee (WSC) acts on behalf of the Village of Cooperstown Water Board to administer the Otsego Lake Watershed Rules and Regulations, which are part of Public Health Law Section 1100, overseen by the NYS Department of Health.  The Watershed Rules and Regulations were promulgated to protect Otsego Lake, the drinking water supply for Cooperstown.  The WSC is comprised of five members, two from the Village and one each from the Towns of Middlefield, Otsego, and Springfield
AGENCY:

Otsego County Federation of Sportsman’s Clubs




28 Hill Street, Suite 201




Oneonta NY 13820

CONTACT:

Robert Pierce, President

AGENCY ROLE:
The Federation coordinates activities of mutual interests.

AGENCY:

Otsego Land Trust, Inc.




PO Box 173




101 Main Street, Pioneer Alley




Cooperstown, NY 13326

CONTACT:

Jeff Renolds, Executive Director

AGENCY ROLE:
The mission of the Otsego Land Trust is to conserve the distinctive rural character of Otsego County through protecting open space, lands of scenic value, fragile ecosystems, farmland and forestlands.  Working with private landowners the Land Trust ensures the protection of riparian areas by creating buffer zones, documenting those protected areas within the conservation easement document, and monitoring the areas annually.  The land Trust also partners with the County Soil & Water Conservation District and USDA-NRCS and Farm Service to provide information and direct technical services to landowners to prevent and/or correct agricultural and non point water quality problems.

AGENCY:

Otsego 2000, Inc.




101 Main Street




Cooperstown, NY 13326

CONTACT:

Martha H. Frey, Executive Director




PO Box 1130




Cooperstown NY 13326

AGENCY ROLE:
Mission Statement – Otsego 200 believes that the Otsego Lake region is a masterpiece of nature, and that its surrounding landscapes, valleys, villages, and farms constitute a unique confluence of historic, environmental, cultural, agricultural, rural, and scenic resources.  We believe that the long-term economic well-being of the region and the quality of life for its residents derives from these resources and their stewardship.  Thus, we seek to protect these attributes for the benefit of present and future generations.  We advance our mission through information advocacy, public education, innovative projects, economic alternatives, and strategic campaigns.
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