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Annual Tree Order Form Enclosed!!!!  

       

Stock your ponds!!  

CARP FISH ORDER ENCLOSED !!  
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                  AEM Program Update  

By John Jackson, Conservation Technician 

 The statewide Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM) program entered the fifth year in 2009.  The 

AEM program as defined by the New York State Soil and Water Conservation Committee is: òa voluntary, incentive-

based program that helps farmers make common -sense, cost-effective and science -based decisions to help meet busi-

ness objectives while protecting and conserving the Stateõs natural resources. Farmers work with local AEM resource 

professionals to develop comprehensive farm plans using a tiered process.  The primary goal of AEM is to protect and 

enhance the environment while maintaining the viability of agriculture in New York State.ó 

 With an eye on water quality, the five òtieredó AEM program walks a landowner through a process starting 

with inventory and evaluation of current conditions and ending with the implementation and ongoing maintenance of 

best management practices (BMPs).  In a perfect world year five of the AEM program would be a time to follow up on 

the progress made in the implementation of planned BMPs.  Out in our real world of economic downturn, rising costs 

and falling milk prices installing BMPs to improve water quality becomes hard to cost justify.  When the desire to im-

prove the environment is weighed against making ends meet, water quality BMPs often take the back burner.  

 The Districtõs efforts for AEM year five will be to follow up with landowners that have existing tier 2 summaries 

three years old or older, note changes and update the evaluations. Our concentration will be on farms that fall below 

CAFO requirements, are close to bodies of water and represent an opportunity to achieve maximum water quality 

benefits with minimal costs.  The District will also continue to provide tier 1 inventories and tier 2 summaries to land-

owners not previously entered in the program, following the same prioritization stated above . 

 As we all wait for economic conditions to improve, the District will continue to provide the AEM program 

benefits to county land owners.  Bob Weaver or I will be contacting you soon to update your existing AEM tier 2 sum-

maries.  If you have not entered into the AEM program and would like more information please call the District office.  

Soil & Water Board:  Robert Banta , Chair, Les Rathbun , Vice Chair & Grange Rep.,  Darin Hickling ,  

Member @ Large, Floyd Dubben , Legislative  Rep., Don Lindberg , Legislative Rep ., Doris Moennich , Member 

@ Large, Dean Utter , Farm Bureau Rep. 

Otsego Co. SWCD & USDA Service Center  

Prohibits any discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age disability, 

political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status . 

Otsego County SWCD Champions New Grazing Pro-

gram  

By Michael Gurecki, SCA Ag Outreach Intern/ CNY RC&D / Funded by EPA  

The District will be launching a new Grazing Program in the coming 

months. A steering committee of local farmers met on November 3 rd  

to discuss the different programs that are available to promote graz-

ing. The group will reconvene again in the coming weeks to discuss 

some initiatives that the grazing program will encompass to serve the 

grass farmers in Otsego County.  

In the meantime, we have enlisted the help of Troy Bishopp òThe 

Grass Whisperer,ó grazing specialist from Madison Co. SWCD and 

the Upper Susquehanna Coalitionõs grazing initiative, as well as Rob 

DeClue from NYS Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative.  

With anticipated new funding from the Graze -NY Program, sponsored 

by Congressman Mike Arcuri, the District plans to be able to provide 

free grazing plans to farmers. These plans will serve as the basis for 

implementing grazing system infrastructure ôon the groundõ. In addi-

tion, we are planning to host pasture walks and other events to help 

new and veteran farmers share their experiences and learn from each 

other. If you are interested in learning more about the Otsegoõs Graz-

ing Program, please contact the District office at (607) 547 -8337 ext. 4. 
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Fall Fish Sale Program 2009  

By Jordan Clements, Conservation Technician  

October 14, 2009 Otsego County residents arrived in the 

morning at the Otsego County Soil & Water District parking lot to 

receive their fish orders. This was the first fall fish sale for the 

Otsego County SWCD, which I feel was a great success. We will 

continue having our main fish sale during the fall, since we are able 

to offer a greater variety of fish. This year we were able to offer 

Rainbow Trout, Brown Trout, Brook Trout, Largemouth Bass, Yellow 

Perch, Channel Catfish, and Fathead Minnows. Along with the order, 

the participants of the sale received a packet of information that 

highlighted pond management options from a variety of sources. If 

anyone would like a copy of this information feel free to contact me 

at the office (607) 547-8337 Ext. 4. At this time, I would like to 

announce our Grass Carp sale to be held in the spring of 2010. 

Distribution of the Grass Carp will be held on Friday, May 14, 2010. 

Pick-up will begin at 9:00am sharp! I would like to thank Bob Weaver and John Jackson from the SWCD 

for running the fish pick -up day. I would also like to thank all the county residents who participated in 

our first fall fish program.  

Sara Westbrook is seen here filling an 

order of fish out of the transporting 

tanks.  

Maureen Culbert is the 2010 Ot-

sego County Soil & Water Conser-

vation District photo competition 

WINNER!  Maureen is a resident of 

East Springfield New York.  
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FROM THE MANAGERS DESK  

By Scott Fickbohm, District Manager  

 

Dear Reader,  

2009 was probably the most active year for the District in some time. As always, every-

thing we do is focused on keeping our soil and water resources in the best condition 

possible. But this year we also tried to select projects and administer programs that have 

a very practical value to the Countyõs municipalities, farmers and residents. Stream & 

road ditch work, beach front restoration, municipal stormwater, contractor training, as-

sisting County farmers, environmental education, water quality monitoring and assess-

ing and responding to the potential impacts of natural gas exploitation all serve to pro-

tect our environment, infrastructure, spur economic activity and raise awareness of Ot-

segoõs beautiful landscape. 

One thing to make clear is that we could not have accomplished all we did without the 

help of our partners. NYS Ag & Mkts, DEC and the County Board of Representatives have 

done a terrific job keeping us going through very difficult financial times. The Upper Susquehanna Coalition has as-

sisted us with implementation, training and funding in many of our program areas. The County Planning Department, 

SUNY Oneonta, Hartwick College and all the members of the Otsego County Water Quality Coordinating Committee 

have helped us get a handle on water quality in our County. The Towns of Burlington, New Lisbon, Richfield, Exeter, 

Otsego and the City of Oneonta have been great partners in assisting us on a variety of stormwater projects. Senator 

Seward, Assemblyman Magee and Congressman Arcuri all stepped up with critical help to drive various initiatives. 

USDA/NRCS has been instrumental to us in implementing agricultural conservation practices. Our list of gratitude 

could go on and on.  

Most important of all is the support that we get from the general public in Otsego. Without your concern and active 

support for the proper management of soil & water resources we, would not have a leg to stand on. So, thank you Ot-

sego County; the accomplishments listed 

below are just as much yours as they are 

ours.  

  Stream Projects ð Partnering with the 

Upper Susquehanna Coalition, the Dis-

trict implemented 200 feet of streambank 

restoration along Herkimer Creek in 

Schuyler Lake. The project protects ac-

tively farmed land and reduces the 

amount of sediment entering Canada-

rago Lake and Oaks Creek which has 

contributed to that communityõs chronic 

flooding problems. Stream rehabilitation designs were also completed for two projects along the Butternut Creek 

(that will protect both the Coles Bridge and the Cty Hwy 12 bridge) and one along the Otego. We hope to have all 

three implemented by the end of 2010.  

Hydroseeding Program ð The District completed its annual program by covering approximately 13 acres of Town 
and County road ditch with hydroseed. Keeping newly dug road ditches covered in grass reduces soil erosion, pro-

tects culverts, the ditches themselves and helps maintain water quality.  

Oneonta Stormwater Program ð The District wrapped up this program with presentations to the City and Town on 
the impacts of urban stormwater to local water quality and new federal requirements, demonstrations of the new 

digital stormwater infrastructure map (nearly 2000 structures mapped), a public awareness campaign and outreach 

and education in the cityõs four public elementary schools. 

Bakers Beach ð Partnering with NYS DEC and the Town of Richfield, the District is helping with the revitalization of 
Bakers Beach by assisting in the implementation of an erosion protection plan that will protect nearly 300 feet of 

shoreline. Materials supplied by the District have been brought to the site, but with high lake -levels all year, will not 

be installed until the summer of 2010.  

 

                 Before                                                                            After 
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2010 OTSEGO COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT  

Grass Carp ORDER FORM  

       

 

Name: ___________________________   Day Time Phone :(____) ______________ 

 
Address: ___________________________________________ZIP________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     ATTENTION POND OWNERS!  

  Do you have a fish -stocking permit?  

   New York State Fish and Wildlife Law requires that you  

 -First -secure a Farm Fish Pond permit before stocking  a species of fish in your pond.  

    - Second-secure a Grass Carp Permit  

-These permits are free of charge from the NYS DEC in Stamford, N.Y.  Pond owners thinking about taking advantage of 

our program on May 14th, 2010 should secure their permit applications now and return them to DEC ASAP.   -Allow 2 weeks 

for permit approval. 

-Permit Applications are available at Otsego SWCD and DEC   

 

Grass Carp: $25.00 

(each)  

Quantity: ___________ 

Total: ______________   

 

 

 

Although rare, I understand 

that a seasonal  shortage of a species may occur at the hatchery  and I would accept a reduced quantity 

with a  partial refund. I realize the District is NOT  responsible for loss of fish occurring during trans-

port to pond by owner.  

 

(SIGNATURE)___________________________ 

 

- 

ALL ORDERS MUST BE 

PREPAID  BY:  

Wednesday April 14 th , 

**IMPORTANT**  

A NYS DEC stocking permit & a 

grasp carp permit must be ob-

tained before you can stock fish.  

PICK -UP DATE:  

Friday May 14 th, 2010 at 

9:00 a.m. SHARP!!  

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  

OTSEGO COUNTY SWCD 

967 County Highway 33 

Cooperstown, NY 13326 

(607) 547-8337 Ext. 4 

Send your completed pond stock-

ing application to:  

N.Y.S. Department of Environmental 

Conservation     

65561 St. Hwy 10, Suite 1 

Stamford, NY 12167 
(607) 652-7366 
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Otsego SWCD New Staff Member  

John Jackson came to the soil & water office on October 15, 2009 as our 

new Conservation Technician. John will be managing the Agricultural En-

vironmental Management (AEM) program for the District.  

John has strong technical background and a broad base of practical ex-

perience. John has all ready proven his ability working with landowners, 

local, state and federal agencies in the short time he has been with the 

District.   

The District is happy to have John on staff and hope that he will enjoy 

working with the staff and county residents.  

 Troy Bookhout formerly held the position of AEM Coordinator, but 

moved on to a new position in Delaware County.  We wish Troy good luck 

at his new job and hope he will come back and visit some time.  

 

2010 Leatherstocking Regional Envirothon  

 

The 2010 Leatherstocking Regional Envirothon event has been scheduled for Wednesday, April 28, 

2010.  The event will again be held at the Glimmerglass State Park, Cooperstown.   

At the present time Advisors and teams are preparing, researching, and learning all they can on 

soils & land use, forestry, aquatic ecology, wildlife, and the current issue òProtection of Groundwa-

ter through Urban, Agricultural & Environmental Planning.ó  Study material is available on the New 

York State Envirothon website; www.nysenvirothon.net.  The oral presentation problem will be 

posted on the NYS Envirothon web on or shortly after February 1, 2010.  

While the teams are busy preparing for the competition, the Montgomery and Otsego coordinating 

committee is busy contacting test writers, raising funds, contacting possible sponsors, volunteers, 

and scheduling a special hands -on field training session at Rogerõs Environmental Center in Sher-

burne.  The hands -on field training session is scheduled for March 23, 2010 . 

If you are a 4-H Club, FFA, Boy Scouts, and home school and are in grades 9 -12 and can form a team 

of 4-5 students you can participate in this event.  

If you would like additional information on this great hands -on environmental event contact Blanche 

L. Hurlbutt, Otsego Soil & Water Conservation District at (607) 547 -8337 ext. 4, Monday -Friday, 8:00 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or  your local Soil and Water District.  

 Good luck teams & see you in the spring!!!  

SWCD Staff: L-R; John Jackson, Bob Weaver, Scott Fick-

bohm (kneeling), Blanche Hurlbutt & Jordan Clements  

Importation  Dates to Remember!!  

Leatherstocking Regional Envirothon  

Wednesday, April 28, 2010  

Rogerõs Environmental Center Training 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010  

Otsego SWCD Annual Tree Sale  

Friday, April 23 & Saturday, April 24, 2010  

NYS Envirothon  

Wednesday, June 2 & Thursday June 3, 2010  
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Rock Road Ditch Project ð Partnering with the Town of Burlington, the District completed installation of 1,700+ feet 

of rock lined road ditch (with over 45 check dams), rock protected outfalls and swales and culvert protection 

(picture). Prior to implementation the road ditch was frequently flooded, causing safety issues for area drivers and 

delivering large amounts of sediment to Whar-

ton Creek.  

Contractors Training Seminar ð Helping lo-
cal contractors stay within the law when it 

comes to soil disturbance, the District held a 

training session (with the help of Wendy Walsh 

from Tioga SWCD) that certified over 45 local 

contractors in sediment and erosion control 

during construction. The training not only 

helped local contractors and landowners reduce their liability in regards to state regulations, but also helped protect 

our waterways and soil resources from an easily preventable form of erosion.  

Natural Gas ð The potential for natural gas exploration in our County has raised several significant concerns related 

to our soil and water resources. While the District does not have the capacity, authority or resources to fully address 

every issue raised, we have been hard at work in three areas we feel we can have a positive impact: prescribing wa-

ter quality monitoring protocol to establish base -line conditions, help articulate the process for reacting to accidental 

spills and assisting in the reduction of on -site erosion. Our response to the recent SGEIS outlines many recommenda-

tions focused on protecting our environment through the SEQRA process, well pad siting, best management practices 

and a slow approach. Both our dSGEIS comments and our position paper can be viewed at our website ð 

www.otsegosoilandwater.com      

Agricultural Tax Assessments - This year, like every year, the District will be offering soil mapping services for 
County farmers who donõt already have their land assessed at the reduced agricultural rate. If you are not sure if you 

qualify or if an assessment has already been done or if the acreage under production has changed, contact our office 

or your local tax assessor for information. Remember, complete assessment applications have to be received by your 

assessor by March of 2010 ð call for an appointment today!  

Project Profile ð WRP Success Story  

By Jeanine Harter, Soil Conservation Technician USDA, NRCS 

A perfect example of a WRP project meeting the goals of the program and the goals of the landowner is exemplified 

at the Nancy Rackmyer site in the Township of Roseboom.  Nancy called the NRCS office in 2003 very interested in the 

program.  The land was hydric soil and at the time was being pastured by her horses.  This area was always wet and 

the area was predominately reed canary grass and some low brush.  Nancy new she could pasture the horses in other 

areas and she felt this was a great spot to restore shallow water through WRP.  After 

further review and completing the WRP ranking, it certainly was.  Nancyõs project 

was  funded and the restoration was started in the fall of 2008.  The rains came and 

winter set in early so the project was completed in the spring of 2009.  It didnõt take 

long for the area to fill with water with the rainy summer we had.  

A low embankment was constructed in conjunction with potholes to create shallow 

water habitat to attract migratory waterfowl.  A water control structure was installed 

to manipulate the water level and manage the vegetation to provide additional food 

source to attract waterfowl to stay instead of migrat-

ing through.  

In a recent note received from Nancy commenting on the project, Nancy said òI so 

enjoy looking out on the water. We love looking at the geese, ducks, and the habitat. 

Also, the blue herons. We are waiting for the wood ducks; a new box has been up 

since spring and we are awaiting there arrival this next spring.    We love going out 

in the canoe getting up close and personal.  We would like to thank everyone who 

has been involved in this project.  It was a long time coming but worth the wait. Itõs 

always exciting looking out on the water be cause you never know what youõre going to 

see.ó Thank you, Nancy Rackmyer      

Site Before Restoration  

Site After Restoration  

http://www.otsegosoilandwater.com/

